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1. State Rep. Jamie Gragg Shares Concerns about Ozark School Board


JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – State Rep. Jamie Ray Gragg (HD-140) is issuing the following statement to express concerns with the Ozark School Board and the upcoming appointment to fill the position vacated by Guy Callaway.

“I am asking the Ozark School Board to reconsider and do the right thing by allowing the voters of the school district to vote for who they would like to fill the board position vacated by Guy Callaway after his move out of the district.” Gragg, R-Ozark, said. “By sidestepping state statute and appointing who the board wants, you only darken the transparency needed by a school board to properly represent the people of the Ozark School District.”

In April of 2024, Guy Callaway filed his personal property tax wavier with the assessor’s office using his new address in Gulf Breeze Florida, thus moving his residence out of district. Representative Gragg heard of this move before summer of 2024 and approached the board about when a replacement would be appointed. The reply was that as soon as Mr. Callaway submitted his resignation, the board would act. In August, Rep. Gragg inquired again and was told that the board could not force Mr. Callaway to resign and that it was his decision only as to the timing of his resignation. 



Title XI EDUCATION AND LIBRARIES
Chapter 162
162.471.  Board of directors — qualifications, terms, vacancies.
1. The government and control of an urban school district is vested in a board of seven directors.
2.  Except as provided in section 162.563, each director shall be a voter of the district who has resided within this state for one year next preceding the director's election or appointment and who is at least twenty-four years of age.  All directors, except as otherwise provided in sections 162.481, 162.492, and 162.563, shall hold their offices for six years and until their successors are duly elected and qualified.  All vacancies occurring in the board shall be filled by appointment by the board as soon as practicable, and the person appointed shall hold office until the next school board election, when a successor shall be elected for the remainder of the unexpired term.  The power of the board to perform any official duty during the existence of a vacancy continues unimpaired thereby

Mr. Callaway hesitated in submitting his resignation for at least 8 months so that the board could appoint his replacement that would fulfill the remainder of his term of 16 months. All thru the month of December, filing to fill vacant seats was open and citizens could apply to run for school board. Even though Mr. Callaway’s resignation was finally submitted (Mr. Callaway was not present) and accepted during the Dec. 19th board meeting, the board refused to open that spot for the April ballot. Rep. Gragg approached the board during the Dec. 19 board meeting and highly encouraged them to open this up to the vote of the people and then shared the state statute. The boards response was that the school lawyer (in St. Louis and whom the board has discussed releasing) advised them it was appropriate since the resignation came in as candidate filing was already in progress. They stated that had the resignation been received BEFORE filing started, then the position would be on the April ballot. Filing for school board was open until Dec. 31, 2024, leaving 12 days to take applications.

· Mr. Callaway’s children have not started Ozark Schools for the 2024-25 school year and are enrolled in Florida. 
· Mr. Callaway has been working as a real estate professional in the state of Florida for some time. 
· The sale of Mr. Callaway’s home in Ozark closed on 10/31/24. 

On Dec. 19, after prodding from Rep. Gragg, Don Carriker and others, was Mr. Callaway’s resignation finally submitted, approved and accepted by the board on Dec. 19. Even after the last item listed above, Mr. Callaway had ample time to submit his resignation to the board before filing.

“With lots of issues concerning election integrity and transparency among those that are supposed to represent us, this is a slap in the face of our community. Many times, the Ozark School Board has had the opportunity to do the right thing but has refused. I question if the board does not trust the citizens of Ozark to make the right decision or if the board desires their own handpicked candidate.”

Gragg says he is strongly committed to protect the values and morals of the community and work to promote a local community run school board.  “I will fight to protect our right to vote and election integrity.”

Representative Gragg represents Christian County (District 140) in the Missouri House of Representatives. He was elected to his second two-year term in November 2024. For more information, please contact his office at 573-751-2565 or by email at JamieRay.Gragg@House.Mo.Gov. 
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